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own near and dear relatives but also the whole uni-
verse and thus put their Kalyan first, even before
one's own redemption, is one of the most important
qualifications unavoidable in a true seeker, if he is
to be a total success in his pilgrimage to Truth. This
is certainly against the belief that has now come to
be rampant among the devotee-class. In this mis-
understanding is an entire hornet's nest of sorrows
suffered by] the devotees.
Religious pursuit will not and cannot be a bar
to perfect social and communal living* A spiritual
aspirant is not to be dumb and deaf; he must be one
folly aware of the needs and sorrows of the world
of men around him and must seek and find within
himself a kindness and toleration enough to make
Ms heart weep for the sorrows of others. If he has
not the capacity to identify himself with his own rela-
tions and his own generation he is not fit to enter
the holy-of-holies in the Temple of Truth.
With this stanza the Upanishad proper starts.
So far the effort was in building up a dramatic situa-
tion wherein a matured soul is brought into the pre-
sence of a full-fledged Teacher.
The doubt now raised by the young Brahmin
boy shows his own scriptural knowledge and self-
evolution. Rarely does the animal man, ever running
after sensuous pleasures, has the mental poise and
the intellectual stamina to ponder over life as a whole
and come to entertain such a deep and pointed doubt.